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USINT 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS:CDES, (DELPINO, RAFAEL) 

SUBJECT: DEATH OF USCIT RAFAEL DELPINO 

1 . FAMILY REQUESTS ASSISTANCE OF DEPARTMENT TO CONFIRM 
DEATH OF RAFAEL DELPINO ON 8/22 IN HAVANA. FRIEND OF 
FAMILY (NAME WITH HELD BY FAMILY) TELEPHONED FAMILY 
FROM HAVANA 8/26 TO SAY THAT DELPINO WAS REPORTED TO 
HAVE COMMITED SUICIDE WHILE IN "COMBINDO DE ESTE PRISION, 
HAVANA" AND WAS REPORTEDLY BURIED 8/23/77 AT COLON 
CEMETARY. FAMILY DO NOT BELIEVE HE WAS A SUICIDE AND 
QUESTIONED HOW HE MET HIS DEATH. CALLER FROM HAVANA 
SAID DELPINO WAS ALSO RECENTLY IN BENEFICA HOSPITAL 
PRIOR TO TIME OF DEATH IN PRISON. 

2. FAMILY REQUESTS INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING REMAINS 
SHIP TO MIAMI. FAMILY STATE ALSO THEY WERE IN CONTACT 
WITH MR. JACOBS OF THE SWISS EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AND 
HE HAD NO INFORMATION RE ABOVE. 
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3. PLS SUBMIT REPORT TO DEPARTMENT ASAP. VANCE 
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